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Ne power to ban 
CLA, naming’. ae 


HE American Govern- 
ment. is powerless to 
-prevent an organisation 
opposed .to the Central 
Intelligence . Agency going 


ahead with plans to publish. . 


the names of about 70 


' CLA. agents in Europe and 


Afrioa. 
The group, called — Fifth 
Estate, Says It will includé the 


; names in the February issue of 
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its magazine Counterspy. 

The magazine first ' disclosed 
the identity of Mr. Richard 
Welch, head of the C.LA. opera- 
tions In Greece, who was shot 
dead ° outside his ‘home’ in 
Athens on Dec. 23. President 
Ford has said that publication 
of Mr. Welch’s name was partly 


responsible for ‘his assassina- 


tion. 


C.LA. officials and former anti- 


Vietnam = militanis who run: 


Fifth Estate say disclosure of 
Mr. Welch's identity had moth- 
ing to do with his death as he 
was ,Work'ng under — “light 
cover” and was already well 
known to the C.LA/’s enemies. 


Congress move 


Names to be published in the . 


next issue of Counterspy include 
those of agents. in . France, 
Sweden and Angola, says Mr. 


Douglas Porter, co-editor of the ‘ 


magazine. | 
Mr. Larry McDonald, a 


Georgia Democrat in the House. 
of Representatives, has urged: 


: "By. Our Staff Correspondent in Washington *** 


‘the Justice Department to inves- 


The disenchanted former 


: to offer legiglation to include | 


, 


3 


tigate the Fifth Estate. His staff 
conceded yesterday that the, 
Government has no power to. 
keep the magazine quiet. 

“We have checked and found 
there is nothing. ilegal about 
publishing the names “of GLA, 
agents,” said Mr. Kenneth Mac- 
kenzie, Mr. McDonald's Jegisla- 
tive assistant. Gisake 


Protecting sources 


“TF you leak information about 
Agriculture Department — crop - 
reports it is a criminal offence 
but there is nothing in the lax’ 
about naming people who work 
for the C.LA. The C.LA. director 
is charged with responsibility to 
protect the agency's methods 
and sources but is given. no cor-, 
responding authority, : 

“In effect, the protéction that 
has been afforde C.LA. agents 
so far is honorary.”" 

Mr. William Colby, the 
agency’s Director, is envious of 
the British Official Secrets act 
and has urged Congress several: | 
times to pass similar. legisiation | 
to protect the C.LA. . But con::{ 
gress has been more interested : 
in exposing the agency's covert-| 
activities and Mr. Colby’s Pleas 
have been disregarded. °° : 

Mr. McDonald thinks the mur" 
der of Mr. Welch may have | 
changed the mood in Congress, | 
which.is now in recess. He plans H 


intelligence matters under éxist-. | 
ing laws prohibiting . Sisclosure 
of defence secrets, 
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